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THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 
On 14 September, the Church celebrates the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. Some 
non-Christian person might ask: why “exalt” the Cross?  We can respond that we do not exalt 
any cross whatsoever or all crosses: we exalt the Cross of Jesus, because in it God’s love for 
humanity was fully revealed.  That’s what the Gospel of John reminds us of in today’s [Mass]: 
“God so loved the world that He gave his only Son” (3:16). The Father “gave” the Son to save 
us, and this resulted in the death of Jesus, and his death on the Cross.  Why?  Why was the 
Cross necessary?  Because of the gravity of the evil which enslaved us.  The Cross of Jesus 
expresses both things: all the negative forces of evil, and all of the gentle omnipotence of 
God’s mercy.  The Cross would seem to decree Christ’s failure, but in reality it signals His 
victory.  On Calvary, those who mocked him said to him, “If you are the Son of God, come 
down from the cross” (cf. Matthew 27:40). But the opposite was true: it was precisely because 
Jesus was the Son of God, that He was there, on the Cross, faithful to the end to the loving 
plan of the Father. And for this very reason God “exalted” Jesus (Philippians 2:9), conferring 
universal kingship on Him. 

When we look to the Cross where Jesus was nailed, we contemplate the sign of love, of the 
infinite love of God for each of us and the source of our salvation.  The mercy of God, which 
embraces the whole world, springs from the Cross.  Through the Cross of Christ the Evil One 
is overcome, death is defeated, life is given to us, hope is restored.  This is important: through 
the Cross of Christ hope is restored to us.  The Cross of Jesus is our one true hope!  That is 
why the Church “exalts” the Holy Cross, and why we Christians bless ourselves with the sign 
of the cross.  That is, we don’t exalt crosses, but the glorious Cross of Christ, the sign of God’s 
immense love, the sign of our salvation and path toward the Resurrection.  This is our hope.  

While we contemplate and celebrate the Holy Cross, we think with emotion of so many of our 
brothers and sisters who are being persecuted and killed because of their faith in Christ.  This 
happens especially wherever religious freedom is still not guaranteed or fully realized. It 
happens, however, even in countries and areas which, in principle, protect freedom and 
human rights, but where, in practice, believers, and especially Christians, encounter 
restrictions and discrimination.  So today we remember them and pray for them in a special 
way.  
 Pope Francis  
 Angelus, 14 September 2014 

Today’s feast celebrates two historical events: the discovery of the True Cross by Saint 
Helena, the mother of the Emperor Constantine, in 320 under the temple of Venus in 
Jerusalem, and the dedication in 335 of the basilica and shrine built on Calvary by 
Constantine, which mark the site of the Crucifixion.  This evening, we warmly welcome 
members of the Eastern Lieutenancy of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of 
Jerusalem, an order founded in 1099 for the specific purpose of safeguarding the tomb of 
Christ and for providing assistance to pilgrims.  The spiritual privileges accorded to members 
include a plenary indulgence, under the usual conditions, on the day of Investiture, and on the 
four feast days especially assigned to the Order: Our Lady, Queen of Palestine (last Sunday in 
October), The Exaltation of the Holy Cross (14 September), Saint Pius X (21 August), and Saint 
Helena (18 August). 
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THE ORDER OF EVENING PRAYER 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 Psalm-Prelude, Op. 32, No. 1  Herbert Howells 
  Psalm 34, v. 6: Look toward him and be radiant; let your faces not be abashed (1892–1983) 

ENTRANCE OF THE KNIGHTS AND LADIES OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE 

 

Please stand for the Procession of the Sacred Ministers. 

PROCESSION 

INVITATORY 
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HYMN 

 

Please sit for the Psalmody. 
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ANTIPHON I Mode 7 
O magnum pietatis opus!  

Mors mortua tunc est, 
quando hoc in lingo mortua vita fuit. 

What a great work of charity!   
Death itself died 

when life was slain on the tree. 

PSALM 110:1–5, 7 Tone 7. c 
   Fauxbourdon by Theodore Marier  
   (1912–2001) 

 

   Cantor: The Lord’s revelation to my lord: 
    “Sit at my right hand, 
    until I make your foes your footstool.” 

   All: The Lord will send from Sion 
    your / scepter of pow’r: 
    rule in the / midst of your foes. 

   Choir: With you is princely rule 
    on the day of your pow’r. 
    In holy splendor, from the womb before the dawn, 
    I have begotten you. 

   All: The Lord has sworn an / oath he will not change: 
    “You are a priest forever, 
    in the / line of Melchizedek.” 

   Choir: The Lord, standing at your right, 
    shatters kings in the day of his wrath. 

   All: He shall drink from the / stream by the wayside, 
    and therefore he shall / lift up his head. 

    Glory to the Father, / and to the Son, 
    and to the / Holy Spirit. 

   Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, 
    and will be for ever.  Amen. 

   The Choir repeats Antiphon I. 
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ANTIPHON II  Mode 8 
Tuam crucem adoramus, Domine, 

tuam gloriosam recolimus passionem: 
miserere nostri, qui passus es pro nobis. 

We worship your cross, O Lord, 
and we commemorate your glorious passion. 

You suffered for us; have mercy on us.

PSALM 116:10–19  Tone 8. g 
   Fauxbourdon by Theodore Marier 

 

   Cantor: I trusted, even when I said, 
    “I am sorely afflicted,” 

   All: and when I said in my a- / larm, 
    “These people / are all liars.” 

   Choir: How can I repay the Lord 
    for all his goodness to me? 

   All: The cup of salvation I will / raise; 
    I will call upon the / name of the Lord. 

   Choir: My vows to the Lord I will fulfill 
    before all his people. 

   All: How precious in the eyes of the / Lord 
    is the death / of his faithful. 

   Choir: Your servant, Lord, your servant am I, 
    the son of your handmaid; 
    you have loosened my bonds. 

   All: A thanksgiving sacrifice I / make; 
    I will call on the / name of the Lord. 

   Choir: My vows to the Lord I will fulfill 
    before all his people, 

   All: in the courts of the house of the / Lord, 
    in your midst, / O Jerusalem. 

    Glory to the Father, and to the / Son, 
    and to the / Holy Spirit. 

   Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, 
    and will be for ever.  Amen. 

   The Choir repeats Antiphon II.  
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ANTIPHON III  Mode 1 
Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus tibi, 

quia per crucem  
tuam redemisti mundum. 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 
for by your holy cross  

you have redeemed the world. 

REVELATION 4:11; 5:9, 10, 12  Tone 1. g 
     Fauxbourdon by Orlandus Lassus 
     (1532–1594) 

 
   Cantor: O Lord our God, you are worthy 
    to receive glory and honor and power. 

   All: For you have cre- / ated all things; 
    by your will they came to / be and were made. 

   Choir: Worthy are you, O Lord, 
    to receive the scroll and break open its seals. 

   All: For you were slain; with your blood you / purchased for God 
    men of every race and tongue, of every peo- / ple and nation. 

   Choir: You made of them a kingdom, 
    and priests to serve our God, 
    and they shall reign on the earth. 

   All: Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive / power and riches, 
    wisdom and strength, honor and / glory and praise. 

    Glory to the / Father and to the Son, 
    and to the / Holy Spirit. 

   Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, 
    and will be for ever.  Amen. 

   The Choir repeats Antiphon III. 

READING  Matthew 27:40–50 
Deacon Anthony J. Goskowski, K.C.H.S. 

RESPONSORY Tone 3. a   (c.1525– 
   Fauxbourdon attr. to Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina 
   (c.1525–1594) 

 Cantor: O glorious cross, on you the King of angels was victorious. 
 Choir: O glorious cross, on you the King of angels was victorious. 
 Cantor: And he has washed away our sins in his own blood. 
 Choir: On you the King of angels was victorious. 
 Cantor: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
 Choir: O glorious cross, on you the King of angels was victorious. 
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HOMILY  The Pastor 

VENERATION OF THE RELIC OF THE TRUE CROSS 
The congregation is invited to venerate the Relic of the True Cross, coming forward, moving as if in 

procession, and showing reverence by a simple genuflection or by kissing the relic. 

MUSIC DURING THE VENERATION 
  John IV, King of Portugal 

(1604–1656) 
Crux fidelis, inter omnes,  

Arbor una nobilis:  
Nulla silva talem profert,  

Fronde, flore, germine:  
Dulce lignum, dulces clavos,  

Dulce pondus sustinet.  Amen. 

Faithful cross, above all other,  
One and only noble Tree, 

None in foliage, none in blossom,  
None in fruit thy peers may be. 

Sweetest wood and sweetest iron,  
Sweetest weight in hung on thee.  Amen. 

 
  John Goss 

(1800–1880) 
O Saviour of the world, who by thy Cross and precious Blood hast redeemed us, 

Save us and help us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord.  Amen. 

HYMN 

 

  Felice Anerio 
(c.1560–1614) 

Christus factus est pro nobis, 
 obediens usque ad mortem autem crucis.  

Propter quod et Deus exaltavit illum, 
 et dedit illi nomen, quod est super omne nomen. 

Christ was made obedient for us 
even unto death on the cross. 

Therefore God has exalted him 
and has given him a name  

which is above all other names. 
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Please stand at the beginning of the Magnificat Antiphon. 

MAGNIFICAT ANTIPHON  Mode 1 
Super omnia ligna cedrorum tu sola excelsior, 

in qua vita mundi pependit,  
in qua Christus triumphavit, 

et mors mortem superavit, alleluia. 

You are higher than all the cedars,  
whereon the life of the world hung, 

whereon Christ triumphed, 
and he overcame all death for ever, alleluia. 

MAGNIFICAT  Theodore Marier 

 

   Choir: My soul magnifies the Lord  
and my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour, 
for he has regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden; 
for behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed. 

    All repeat “My soul rejoices in my God.” 

   Choir: For he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is on those who fear him  
from generation to generation. 

    All repeat “My soul rejoices in my God.” 

   Choir: He has shown strength with his arm; 
he has confused the proud in their inmost thoughts; 
he has put down the mighty from their thrones; 
and exalted those of low degree; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich he has sent empty away. 

    All repeat “My soul rejoices in my God.” 

   Choir: He has helped Israel, his servant, 
in remembrance of his mercy; 
as he promised to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his seed forever. 

    Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now,  
and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

    All repeat “My soul rejoices in my God.” 

    The Choir repeats the Magnificat Antiphon. 
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INTERCESSIONS 
   Following each petition, all respond: 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  Chant, adapt. Paul Murray 

  (b. 1982) 

 

PRAYER 

BLESSING 
  Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
  All:   And with your spirit. 
    Priest:  May almighty God bless you,  

X the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
    All:  Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 Fanfare (1952)  John Cook 
    (1918–1984) 
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The Antiphons are taken from the Antiphonale Romanum, Vol. II,  
published by the Abbey of Saint-Pierre de Solesmes, 2009. 
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